Abstract-The adjectives of ancient Chinese have always been the focused attention of scholars, but the related researches mainly focused on handed-down literatures, and paid little attention to unearthed literatures which are closer to the original appearance of Chinese language. Therefore, this article has reviewed the researches referring to adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period, affirms achievements of the researches and points out shortages from the content, material, method and result for four aspects. And on this foundation, it has prospected the future researches of the adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period.
There have been a large number of unearthed literatures excavated and collated in China, of which the content of literatures in the Warring States period are considerable and rich, involving politics, economy, ideology, culture, history, philosophy, calendar and so on, in recent years, especially since 1970s,. These unearthed literatures not only provides a rich materials for language research, but also lays the foundation for researches of history, culture, philosophy and other disciplines. Because of some advantages, for example, not being spread and tampered with, time and region are clear, being able to maintain the original appearance of language. Therefore, the unearthed literatures is becoming an important field in language research and attracting more and more attention from scholars in domestic or oversea countries. It is a new trend to study ancient Chinese by using the unearthed literatures.
The adjective, with complex and interesting usage, is an important and numerous categories of notional words in Chinese. Therefore it has always been a concern of scholars. The Warring States period, is the connection link of the Spring and Autumn period and the Qin and Han Dynasties, plays an important role in the development history of ancient Chinese. And there are many language changes occurred in this period. For these reasons, to study adjectives in the According to different materials used by researchers, we will review the researches from three aspects as follow. From the aspect of research materials, unearthed literatures in the Warring States Period are closer to the original appearance of Chinese language, so the conclusions are generally more believable. From the aspect of research methods, most of the researches employed the method of exhaustive quantitative analysis instead of the earlier exemplification. Moreover, it had great importance of this kind of tedious and precise statistic work, and also laid an essential foundation for the future research.
A. Researches on Adjectives in the Bamboo

C. Researches on Adjectives in Bronze Inscriptions
But at the meanwhile, we should be also cognizant of some limitations in previous researches.
Firstly, in aspect of research content, the previous researches are fragmentary and unsystematic, the scope and depth of researches need to be strengthened and heighten. Recently, there are not specialist exploring the adjective of unearthed literatures in the Warring States Period as a single item and studying it systematically. Most of the researches discuss adjectives incidentally when studying the language of some unearthed literatures in the Warring States period. The weak way is just list adjectives by category, and then discuss their meanings and grammatical functions in a sentence. It lack of detailed description and systematic analysis, especially synchronic and diachronic comparisons. Thirdly, the research methods should be renovated and diversified. Most of the previous researches use traditional methods but less use new theoretical methods. In addition to exemplification, quantitative analysis and comparative methods, In other words, the research methods lack of innovation to reference the foreign linguistic theories and methods which are suitable for studying Chinese grammar.
Last but not the least; owing to the complexity and diversification, it's hard to unify the research achievements. The level of previous researches is uneven, and their opinions are quite different on some issues. Because unearthed literatures are severely damaged and difficult to understand, the definition standard, classification standard and research method of adjective are quite different. Those create the complexity to the research of the adjective of unearthed literatures in the Warring States Period. Generally, different scholar depends on the same materials, and the conclusions are quite different, even for contradictory. So what the conclusions are more believable, that must be explored by finding new material, the scientific definition standard and appealing the new method in the future.
To sum up, the research on adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period still needs to be strengthened and heighten.
IV. THE PROSPECT OF FUTURE RESEARCH
Here would state some superficial views on how to carry out the research of adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period in the future from seven aspects as follow:
A. Make Full Use of Previous Achievements of Predecessors, and Discard the Dross at the Same Time
In addition to the researches mentioned above, it is important to utilize the researches on word interpretations, sentence explanations, contents of unearthed literatures and adjectives in handed-down literatures in the Warring States period and so on. After utterly master the relevant research achievements and the research status of issues can be well understood. Then we can propose the creating sentiments and avoid the repeating of research.
B. Construct a Comprehensive and Reliable Corpus on the Basic of Collecting and Collating Unearthed Literatures in the Warring States Period
With regard to the corpus of unearthed literatures in Warring States period, the monograph A Research on Function Words in Excavated Materials of the Warring States (Yujin Zhang, 2011) had carried out detailed and incisive discussion, it is possible to supplement the newly published unearthed literatures on the basis of the monograph such as Liye Qin Bamboo Slips, Qin Bamboo Slips Kept in Yuelu Academy, The Warring States Bamboo Slips Kept in Tsinghua University. Integrating the researches and explanations of others school thought, in our utter power, overcoming the difficulties from unearthed literatures. On the basic of deeply studying and analyzing the original corpus, we should earn the redeeming feature or share our opinion to ensure the reliability accuracy of the original corpus.
C. Set a Scientific and Reasonable Definition Standard of
Adjective Adjective is one of the special categories of notional words in Chinese and there has been a considerable debate on whether adjective in Chinese is an independent category. Some scholars regarded it as a kind of verbs or completely merged it with verb. The boundaries of adjective, noun, verb, and adverb in Chinese are not clear. To make clear the differences and relations between these word classes and correctly, identify all the adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period is the foundation and difficulty of grammar study, so it is necessary to establish a relatively reasonable and scientific definition standard of adjective that most scholars accept.
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D. Establish a Reasonable Classification Standard of
Adjective To subdivide adjectives is helpful for the further understanding of complexity of adjectives and the better explanation of grammar laws, so it should classify adjectives with explicit purpose and standard, and consciously discuss the features of different categories of adjectives in terms of grammatical function, meaning and so on.
E. Carry Out a Comprehensive and Systematic Research on Adjectives of Unearthed Literatures in the Warring States Period from Microcosmic to Macroscopic
The research should be carried out with both microscopic and macroscopic perspectives, it means that the microscopic research should be carried out with a global view and the macroscopic research should be based on microscopic research. It can carry out the microscopic research first, study and analyze the corpus word by word carefully to find out all the adjectives. And next count the quantities and frequencies of them exhaustively, and discuss the meaning, classification, distribution, grammatical function, pragmatic function, semantic direction, flexible usage, valence, etc. Generalize macroscopically these base on careful and comprehensive microscopic research, it can depict the comprehensive feature of adjective system of unearthed literatures in Warring States period. On the other hand, carry out essential diachronic research. Put the adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period into the long river of Chinese historical development, and compare it with the adjectives of unearthed literatures in the Shang Dynasty, Western Zhou Dynasty, the Spring and Autumn Period and the Western Han Dynasty, it is in order to investigate its origin and development dynamically, and reveal the venation, law and reasons of development and evolvement. It has great theoretical reference value to the construction of a reliable Chinese grammar history, especially of Chinese adjectives.
G. Study and Apply New Theories and Methods of Linguistics while Applying Traditional Linguistic Theories
To apply modern linguistics theories and methods scientifically , and solve practical problem effectively according to the language features of unearthed literatures in the Warring States period, such as the contemporary research methods of notional words, transformational analysis, semantic feature analysis, valence analysis, discourse analysis, cognitive grammar theory. 
